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Murali Dharan, a devoted husband, father, and grandfather, passed away
peacefully on the evening of Thursday, January 29, 2026, with his family by
his side. A stern and often stubborn, occasionally gruff but ultimately
affectionate, pious and kind soul, Murali was a charming and engaging man
who deeply impacted everyone fortunate enough to know him.

Born on August 15, 1946, in Udumalaipettai, Tamil Nadu, India, Murali was the
youngest of five siblings. After completing his graduate studies in India, he
met and married the love of his life, Tara, in 1973. The couple embarked on a
new chapter together, moving to Ontario, Canada a year later.

Murali began a long and distinguished career in information technology with
the Bank of Montreal, settling in the Toronto suburb of Markham. It was there,
over the course of twenty-five years, that he and Tara raised their two
children, Vanita and Ramesh. He dedicated his time and energy to their
upbringing, and found great purpose in impressing upon them his strongly-
held values and beliefs. While he maintained his own hobbies and passions -
photography, Carnatic music, and cooking chief among them - for Murali, no
sacrifice was too great if he believed it could help better his children’s future.

As his daughter and son grew and moved to the United States for their own
education, Murali and Tara followed suit; first to Salem, Oregon, then Dallas,



Texas, before settling in Albany, New York, where Murali continued his career
with the Bank of America, serving as a Vice President of Technology until his
retirement. In his later years, he and Tara moved to Wilmington, Delaware, to
be closer to their grandchildren.

Murali had a remarkable gift for kindling strong, lasting friendships wherever
he lived. He was a pillar of the South Indian communities in Toronto and
Albany, and an active board member and participant in the local Hindu temple
societies. Murali is survived by his beloved wife of over fifty years, Tara
Dharan; his brother, Venkat Manian and sister-in-law, Janaki Manian; his
daughter, Vanita Jain and her husband, Arvind Jain; and his son, Ramesh
Dharan and daughter-in-law, Anna Kukowski. He was the proud grandfather of
three grandchildren: Aneil Jain, Anya Jain, and Devika Dharan who will
remember him fondly.

When confronted with the various unpredictable challenges that life presents,
Murali often cited a Tamil proverb: “Thalai Ezhuthu”. Loosely translated, the
phrase means that one’s path in life is predestined. Despite the numerous
hardships and setbacks he encountered and overcame in his nearly eighty-
year journey, Murali leaves behind a lasting legacy of hard-fought wisdom,
unwavering faith, and commitment to a greater purpose. His prudence and
generosity benefited countless people, but none more so than his loving
family who will forever hold him in their hearts - may we all be so fortunate as
to follow a similarly pre-ordained path.



Tribute Wall

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of
Murali Dharan.

February 07 at 09:49 AM

Thank you for sharing in our brief moments a tradition of delicious
cooking that | cherish and am passing on to my sons to this day.
You have made the world such a better place in ways you can't
imagine. So much love and condolences to all of you!

Sumeet - February 06 at 04:45 PM

Very sorry to see that Murali attimber passed away. | have great
memories of him and his visit to our home in the Bay area. | did
hear that his health was not good. It saddens my heart to know that
he has moved on. Om Shanthi. | will call and talk to you once things

have settled at your end. Hugs, Suja

Sujatha Ganesan - February 06 at 03:20 PM



A light went out of my life.
Shadows were everywhere
Daylight eventually came

The brightness was never the same
Sleep on my loved one

Peace is yours

Your life’s work is done

All who knew you can only say
Well Done

Some stars shine so brightly
They are never dull

Their light shines on all our lives
Just as yours had done!!

Geeta Mani - February 06 at 12:50 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Murali Dharan.

February 06 at 09:40 AM

Gabriella planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Murali Dharan.

Gabiriella - February 06 at 09:40 AM


https://www.stranofeeley.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stranofeeley.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

